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The Lord...sent them ahead of Him to every city and place
where He Himself was,going to come. Luke 10:1

On one o _,;1)}0’? Jesus S followers to specific
cities J,g;:;}cw they might bri bouta welcome for him.
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- Christ’s seeking a

Visitation: His Arrival, Our Revival

By using the term visitation, Jesus was not referring to a brief
social visit or a series of supercharged religious meetings. What
might have happened if Jesus had been welcomed? He implies
that his visitationicould have meant a huge manifestation of
peace thorough the city,for long times to come. “If you had
known ingthis day, even yopresence. u, the things which make
fore p ».JMF But now they ruv been hidden from your eyes”
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The Seventy: Forerunners to the Nations

A demonstration of Jesus’ continuing purpose to visit cities with his
saving presence is found in the sending of the seventy. “the Lord
appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two ahead of Him
to every city and place where He Himself was going to come” (Luke
10:1).

The seve Y "Ln o so r*ngJJeseJ-y;éf}'ng Jesus’ life that he could
sav, -"J e who list tens to you Juens (o} ul,, and the one who
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to a similar sending of the twelve. “He 'who'receivesiyou recelves me”
“(Matt. 10:40). The|r task w,p [0 prepare a welcome for Jesus in “every
C|ty and place where He ;Jxm Jr Was gomg to come" (Luke 10:1).

What then was the p0| 0 Ca y selecting C|t|es, espemally in_
~conjunction with the nun \ g/ . The numberis significant.
< Seventy was the accepte ; L_B; in JJJ'IJJI‘ omety of the full number of
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Jesus had selected twer bvious reference to the
tribes of Israel. Now he:sel -';/ symbolically encompassing
all nations” ; .
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The Seventy: Forerunners to the Nations

If the seventy somehow correspond to the nations, we must also consider
the prophetic significance of what they did at Jesus’ instruction. Jesus was
showing disciples of every generation his intentions to advance the gospel
through every nation until the end of the age.

The sending of the seventy stands, by Christ’s design, as a prophetic portrait
of the completion of his kingdom purposes. There was an aspect of closure
to their mission to initiate a movement in “every city and place.”

Comparing the instructions given to the twelve and to the seventy shows
slight differences. The seventy were not named apostles, as were the twelve

alofgwithighose drdained as apostoljé servangs. Thejseventffiwerefiot |
advised berorehand of every aspectof.the spiritual power enftrusted to the™
as the twelve had been (luke 9:1). They discovered soon enough that vast
spiritual authority had been given them (Luke 10:17-19). The twelve were
sent to preach and heal (Luke 9:2,6). The assignment of the seventy was
similar but simpler, focused almost entirely on prayer. Their preaching was

to accompany their praying.

‘ (Lgﬁe@6:13)7 suggesting that Christ’s task is entrusted-to ordif ry believers B
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~strugture of the sending®ef the seven%. There.is no place fo?igid re-
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The Seventy: Forerunners to the Nations

Jesus repeated to the seventy{]what he had told the twelve about asking God
to send out workers into the harvest. For the twelve, this admonition to pray
for workers had come before their sending (Matt. 9:37-38). But for the
seventy, prayer for worders was the foremost item of the instructions.

Prayer was primary, not just preliminary. To their task whether it was
blessing homes, praying for the sick or asking for laborers, every part of their
instructions involved specific dimensions of prayer. The plan was bold and
simple: Go to specific cities and pray for people.

We are not attemEting to press the sending of the seventy into the mold of
today’s prayerwalkers. Our point is just to reverse: Today’s prayer efforts in
our cities and amidst far off nations have much to gain from the style and

enc entfof the details of Luke 10, as Jesus nowpsends ‘cont@npora W
counterpart to the sevent?/1 to eyery city and nation, his instrictions will be ¥
found relevant. Perhaps they are even more pertinent at this moment in
history. Serious plans are being formed as never before to see the gospel
come to “every city and place” on earth.




A Vision of the Harvest

Jesus’ first directive established the basic purpose of their venture:
harvest for.God. “the harvest.is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest” (Luke 10:2).

Jesusknew that their praying.eyes would see people differently. Their
hearts would almost break at the spiritually magnified sight of woudnded,
wasted lives. Without a large hope of harvest, frustration-over the
immense need could-have easily diverted them into afervid activism.

Praying in'this way, the disciples. were established in hope as they lifted
their-attention toward the stupendous mastery of God over the affairs of
the gospel: The Father’s lordship is constant, governing the harvest with
infinite . wisdom: Itis his harvest, planted from his-hand and to be reaped
unto him again.

Jesus taught them to prepare the way for the harvest by prayer. They
were not clearly commanded to.sow or reap:: Instead, they wereto
intercede on-site fora huge harvest, larger than anything that they
themselves could have everbrought about.



Implications for
Today's
Prayerwalkers

Envision ingathering

Exalt God as Lord of the
harvest, worthy of the fullest
ingathering of life.

God said of one city what is true
of every people group and most
cities: “I have many people in
this.city” (Acts 18:10). Who has
God been ‘growing: in your City
for himself?
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Establishir

Jesus was pressing then

They were to search for i some features of God at

work in their lives...peoj
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They were to concentraté trance for the gospel into
entire social networks.



~Nwygplications for Today’s P alkers

Prayerwalking opens the ?’ch-JJ h planting

Many contemporary Ehugch planters begln their efforts with people
respected by their communii ypoften.using the terminology men of
.peace The homes.of such people sgally draw friends like magnets.
Their households become places c?f sy interaction with people
throughout town because of the history of help they have given to their

social network.
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Pray then Proclaimié
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Implications

‘for Today’s |
Prayerwalkers |
r

Pray for people’s needs as they understand therr

i . .
Open the prayer agenda beyo d physical healing, though you should
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Preparing the Welcome

In Jesus’ day someone was received by being offered some sort of special meal.
Greater or lesser parties could be thrown to display the measure of honor
extended to a visitor. Jesus commands them never to be offended by a meager
reception. Any kind of greeting-even a cup of water from just on person-signals
a worth acceptance (Matt. 10:42).

Jesus came to cities by invitation rather than by invasion. He did not give the
seventy a fail-safe plan to conquer cities. In fact, he prepared them for possible
rejection.

The public act of shaking the dust off their feet was to be done with all the grief
that Jesus displayed in telling of the cities who had rejected him (Luke 10:12-
15). It was a testimony against them which would have bearing on what Jesus
referred to as “that day” or “the judgment” (Luke 10:12,14). Though this
negative testimony would last forever, it did not have to be the only testimony
of that city. God in his sovereignty could choose to allow more testifiers of his
grace to visit the city.

The gesture was not a curse or a retaliating insult. It was a sober act to be done
with mourning, documenting the incriminating truth that the kingdom had
come near but was refused. Though they were prepared for rejection, few, if
any, were rejected. In fact, they came back rejoicing.



Implications for
Today’s Prayerwalkers

Pray for a citywide welcome

Ask God to turn so many to himself that the entire
city becomes marked by the message of the
kingdom of God.

Lift your prayers beyond the salvation of a few. In
opening his famous conversation at a Samaritan well,
Jesus was not aiming to lead one Samaritan woman
to faith. He orchestrated an invitation into her city.
Many believed initially at “the word of the woman.”
A citywide movement began, welcoming him to stay
for days. As a result of this visit “many more
believed because of His word” (John 4:39-42)



Implications
for Today’s
Prayerwalkers

Be quick to eat and slow to shake your feet

When Jesus said to “eat what is set before you.” he
meant something other than not quibbing about the
menu. He meant that you'should be willing to serve
cities even though you may not be honored as a great
messenger of God.

Because of your security inGod, you can deal with
citywide rejection in a sorrowful way. The foot-
shaking gesture may falsely'communicate an insult
instead of a-solemn testimony. Ask God to give you
the best farewell prayersJdesus broke down and wept
during his farewell prayer over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41).



Joy in the Return

Jesus had made specific arrangements for a time and a place to
regather and to report what had taken place during the disciple's
ventures. Instead of returning under the weight of unrepentant
cities, they came back with joy. There were three kinds of joy
during that debriefing.

First, they tasted the joy of surprise. “the seventy returned with
joy, saying “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name”
(Luke 10:17). They were happily amazed to find their prayers
answered.

Second, Jesus opened their eyes to a deeper joy, the joy of their
identity in God. “rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven”
Jesus said(Luke 10:20). They were naturally exuberant about
experiencing the supernatural power of God. But Jesus pointed to
a greater joy of being honored by name before God. Thus, Jesus
gave them a taste of the joy of God over their testimony. As that
very time, He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise
You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden
these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them
to babes. Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Your sight”
(Luke 10:21, NAS revised)

Something about that very hour thrilled Jesus in the greatest
recorded outburst of joy of his earthly days. Jesus knew that what
had been stored up in the heart of God, hidden for generations,
was now at last coming to pass. God was making himself known to
whole cities through ordinary believers. When Jesus saw the
seventy return, he knew he would eventually with a welcome in
households of every people group and nation.
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