Chapter 6

The Message of The Ekklesia



What message should the home congregation preach to the world? To put it
simply and briefly, it should be the same message Jesus preached and the mes-
sage he told the disciples to preach. Let's look and see what Jesus preached. What
did He preach and what did He tell his disciples to preach?

There are quite a few scriptures that | will mention in this chapter. Please
write them down or highlight them. You are going to need them to do this chapter’s
application and activation. Please follow along as we dive in here to discover from
the Bible, what the message of the Ekklesia is.

Before we look at what the message of the Ekklesia is, we need to look first at
what Jesus’ message is not. There are a lot of things we preach today that Jesus
never preached. This might be disturbing to some of you. It might be provocative
to some of you, but |
encourage you to
search the matter out
and see whether what |
am telling you is true or
not.

Healing There are a lot of
Worship things we preach today
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;:You Must Be Born Again d preached. For exam-
!He NS EEEEGISEI ple, do you know that

' He never told us to preach about HIM! Jesus never preached a
sermon on deliverance?
He just demonstrated
deliverance to the disci-
ples, but he didn't
preach sermons about
it. He didn't preach a
sermon on healing ei-
ther. | looked and
couldn’t find any sermons on healing peached by Jesus. He didn't preach on heal-
ing, He just healed people. Everywhere he went he healed people. He was
demonstrating the power of God to the disciples so that they could do the same
thing.

He never preached a sermon on worship. He had a conversation about wor-
ship once with a woman by a well but it wasn't a sermon. He never preached on
worship. He never preached the message, one that I've spent many years preach-
ing, that you must be born again. That message is in the Bible but it wasn't a ser-
mon that was preached. Jesus had a conversation with a man, who actually was a
religious man. This took place in private in the middle of the night, maybe like 2:00
a.m. It really wasn't a sermon. It was a discussion. If you look at the passage, the
man is asking questions and Jesus is answering them. Jesus never preached one
sermon on being born again.

Many things we preach , He did NOT:
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In fact, it may be a surprise to all of you, but Jesus never preached a
sermon about himself. Beyond that, he never told us to preach a sermon about him.
Yet most of our preaching is about him.

What has the church been preaching? | preached the church message from
the year 1972 up to the year 2000. When | received the baptism of the Holy Spirit in
the year 2000, everything changed for me . These are the things | preached when |
started preaching in church. This is how | know that all of these things are preached
in the churches today.

The church preaches about the virgin birth and the sinless life of Christ. It
preaches about his vicarious atonement and how Jesus died on the cross for the
sins of the entire
world. The church
preaches about
Jesus’ resurrection

-~ —— to new life. The
_— ‘ Virgin Birth & Sinless Life church preaches
\ about Jesus’ divin-

Vicarious Atonement
| His Resurrection ity and humanity.
i J; His Divinity & His Humanity It preaches about
“ His miracles, Parables, Love, Grace, how Jesus is fU”y
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man in his human-
ity.

The church
preaches about
Jesus’ miracles. Everywhere he went, he performed miracles—amazing miracles.
The church preaches that He taught in parables. | preached many times on the par-
ables of Christ. | preached about his love, his grace, his compassion and his mercy.
The church preaches all of these things. Let’s not forget that the church preaches
his victorious return. He's coming back as the King of kings and Lord of lords to rule
the earth and to rule the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.

The church has preached and still preaches these things. The church preach-
es that you must be born again. That was probably one of the main messages that |
preached. You have to realize that all of these things are merely the entrance point
into the Kingdom of God and to knowing Jesus. Jesus said, “| am the door. | am
the Way.” What he meant was he was the door into the kingdom. He said, “| am the
gate. The sheep enter in through me.” He's the gate and we must be born again.

I'm not saying don't preach these things. I'm am saying that it is not the complete
message that Jesus preached and not what he told us to preach. These things are
necessary to enter into the Kingdom, but they are not the complete picture of life in
the Kingdom of God.
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So when we look at the church today and ask the question, “What is preached
in most churches?” | can tell you the answer to that question. Right after people are
born again, they are encouraged to attend a baptism class where they will learn
about the significance of baptism and the basics of the Christian faith. Then they
are encouraged to attend a membership class. Upon the completion of that class,
they will be encouraged to come up before the congregation and commit them-
selves to membership of that church. The congregation will be asked to receive
these folks into the membership of this church and then they will vote on it. They
shake hands, give them the right hand of fellowship and welcome them into the
membership of the church. Then they are encouraged to become a good member
of the church and find their place of service in that church.

There are multitudes of ways to serve in a local church and people are en-
couraged to get involved. They will hear that it's time to get involved and learn how
to serve Christ in the church. They might be recruited to be on a worship team or a
committee that arranges the flowers on the platform. They might be invited to be-
come a deacon or to learn more about the care of the building and the grounds and
the maintenance of things. They might be taught how to serve on a board, be an
usher or rise up to leadership in the men's ministry or serve singing in the choir.
There are lessons, seminars and classes on how to sing and how to be a member
of the worship team. There are seminars on how to teach Sunday school class, or
a weekend retreat, or seminar on how to be a youth leader. All of these things are
teaching peo-
ple, once they
have been born
again, how to
serve inside the
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Are these the things that Jesus taught? Is that what he said? What did Jesus
preach? What was his message? You know, right after Jesus was baptized and he
came up out of the River Jordan, He went into the wilderness and he was tempted
for forty days. In one of the temptations, the devil showed him all of the kingdoms
of the world and offered them to Him. Satan said, “Just bow down and worship me,
and | will give you all the kingdoms of the world.” They were his to give. Satan
tempted Jesus with two more temptations as well, but Jesus refused to bow down.
The Bible says an angel came

and ministered to Jesus and i e
Satan left him for a while. Matthew 4:17 (NKJV) From that time
. J o t h and t
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Matthew 4:17. “From that time O s L Matt4:17 TPT
Jesus began to preach, saying | o ~
Repent for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” This is the
first recording of the first mes-
sage that Jesus preached.
“‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” What does “at hand” mean? It
means the kingdom is here. The kingdom of God has arrived. The gate is open.
The door is open. The way is open. He said the kingdom is now. It's not some-
thing you have to wait for until you die. It's now. It's not far off in the distance.
Things that are off in the future, you can't appropriate now. He wanted us to appro-
priate the kingdom now.

| love the way the Passion translation says this very same verse in Matthew
4:17 “From that time on, Jesus began to proclaim His message with these words,
‘Keep turning away from your sins and come back to God for His kingdom realm is
now accessible.” Isn't that wonderful? Isn’t that powerful? [ just love that. The
heaven’s kingdom realm is now accessible. This was his message from his baptism
throughout his entire ministry.




The Bible says that his first sermon was the Sermon on the Mount. He went
up on the top of a mountain. A bunch of people gathered around him and he began
to preach. In that
sermon there's a
passage of Scrip-
M R L ury ture that we call
Mount” the Beatitudes. It
Matthew5:3 (NKJV) “Blessed are the Eyesla RVl s B\ 1 =
poor in spirit, For theirs is thew 5:3, “Blessed
are the poor in

A e o spirit for theirs is
»persecuted R ICIEREEEEE LGB the kingdom of
Rl : heaven.” The Be-
atitudes end with
Matthew 5:10,
“Blessed are
those who are
persecuted for
righteousness
sake for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” It's almost like Jesus created a sandwich
here of the kingdom of heaven, and in between the sandwich he put the key ingre-
dients for the blessed life. That's what blessed means. The blessed life of the king-
dom of God—he sandwiched it in with these two Beatitudes and presented to them
what kingdom life is like in that Sermon on the Mount.
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Also in part of
the Sermon on the
Mount, he told us
how to pray. He
Said’ “In thIS manner, 5 . - His first sermon: “The Sermon on the
therefore, pray, ‘Our & : i _ Mount’

Father in heaven, : | Matthew 6:9-10 (NKJV) In this

hallowed be your : / J’hmanvnee;-]r therefore, pray: Our Father in
' ea

name, your kingdom | e wlial Jg ) HaIIow$gut)reW\5?l;; name.

come, your will be s o |

done on earth as it is

in heaven.” He
taught us to pray that
the kingdom of heav-
en, the kingdom of
God, would come
down here and that our communities, neighborhoods and cities would begin to look
more like heaven and less like hell on earth. That's what we are to be praying—that
his kingdom would come here and now. He went to every city and town. Every-
where he went, he did not change his message. Everywhere Jesus went he
preached the kingdom.




The Bible says in
Matthew 4:23 and Luke
4:43, Jesus went about

In every City & Town

Matthew 4:23 NKJV And Jesus went

a” Of Galilee teaChing in T ——————— : — about all Galilee, teaching in their
. s "¢ & synagogues,
the|r SynagogueS, A o and healing all kinds of
H - £ o V.0 | sickness and all kinds of disease
preaching the gospel of ; % B " | among the people.
the kingdom and healing R o A P uie 4:43 (NKOV) but He said to

all kinds of sickness and . ¢ \ | to the other cities also, because
disease among the peo_ y, 5 N\ | for this purpose | have been sent.”
ple. But he said to them,
“I must preach the king-
dom of God to other cit-
ies also because for this
purpose | have been
sent.” What did Jesus say he must do? Preach the kingdom of God. Why did
Jesus say he was sent here to earth? To preach the kingdom of God. He
brought it with him. You know the three wise men figured that out didn't they?
They brought gifts and laid them at the feet of the one who was born a king.
What did Jesus say to his disciples when he taught them in Matthew 137
This will be part of your study in the application and activation to go back and
look at Matthew 13. Because six different times Jesus says “the kingdom of
heaven is like...” and then
He illustrates it with a sto-
ry from their life. Such
as, the kingdom of heav-
N RVETEVELSLETIVOTO cn is like a man who
disciples came and said to Him, “Why found a pearl. The king-

B  do You speak to them in parables?”

QT Heansweredandsaidto dom of heaven is like all
s ssmetsbetel R these things that he ex-
BRI plained in detail. The
w5 | blessings and the benefit

1 of Kingdom life.
| Then in Matthew

13:10 and 11 Jesus disci-

ples came up to him and

asked him why he spoke
to them in parables. He answered and said to them, “Because it's been given
to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” But to those who are
outside, those who are still asleep, those who have not been awakened yet,
they don't understand. They don't getit. They don't understand what life in the
kingdom is like. But those who are believers. Those who are part of the Ekkle-
sia and who are members and citizens of the kingdom of heaven, they know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. These mysteries have been revealed to
the Ekklesia.

To His Disciples ¥
Six times is Matthew 13 He says,




Jesus message of the kingdom was always a demonstration of the power of
God. Wherever the kingdom of God was preached, there was a demonstration of
the power of God. Matthew 12:28 says, “But if | cast out demons by the Spirit of
God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.” When he was casting out
demons he was giving proof. This is evidence, that the kingdom has arrived be-
cause the demons are leaving. This is proof that the kingdom has come upon
you. In Luke 11:20 he says, “But if | cast out demons with the finger of God, sure-
ly the kingdom of God has come upon you.”

One of the reasons we
don't see much of the power
Of GOd in the ChurCh tOday |S With Demonstrations of Power
because the church has cut §aI == T et cestiut
the head off of the body of & = N T inadofmat Goithas tore upot
ChriSt' The ChurCh haS made - g A A u | Luke 11:20 NKJV But if | cast out
the government or Baal the b o | demons with the finger of God,
head of the church. In this | k |
day, the headship of Christ is
being restored to the Ekkle-
sia through the ministry of
home congregations. We
will see more of the power of
God being restored to the believers in their life and ministry in the home congre-
gations.

Everywhere Jesus went, from one town and village to another He was pro-
claiming the good news of the kingdom of God. Twelve were with him and also
some women. The disciples heard him day and night preaching, The kingdom of
God has
come. The
kingdom of

Everywhere He went God is
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traveled about from one town and kmgdom Of

village to another, proclaiming God has

_The Twelve were with arrived.
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| had been cured of evil spirits and heard this.

diseases: They Wit-
nessed
what he
was doing
as they
traveled
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Even the Pharisees who tried to criticize Jesus were asking him, When is
this kingdom going to come? You've been preaching about it. When is it going to
arrive? Jesus
said, The king-
dom can't be
detected by vis-

Even To His Critics

i i . ; One day the Pharisees asked
ible 's%ns. bIYou > Jesus, “When will the Kingdom of
won't be able to ' - God come?” Jesus replied, “The

say here it is or e P Kingdom of God can't be detected
- v by visible signs. You won’t be able
| to say, ‘Here itis! or ‘It's over there!’

over there it is,
For the king- | L\ , | is already
dom of God is § \ _,"'..\‘; among you.” Luke 17:20-21 NLT
already among Wi ’ N
you. In one of
the other trans-
lations it says,
“The kingdom
of God is within
you.” It's here.
It's now. We're in it. We're living in that kingdom.

The last sermon that Jesus preached was up on top of the Mount of Olives.
He took the disciples up there and they looked down over the city of Jerusalem. He
started to prophesy and to preach. He told them that not one stone would be left
standing togeth-
er in that tem-

ple. There
would come ter-
rible days of
His Last Sermon: “The Olivet persecution and
Discourse the love of many
= Matthew 24'"147 Vr\\lll}ﬁJt:/e pArggChed ih 7a||w WOUId gI'OW

\the world as a witness to all the cold. He gave
[nations, and then the end will come. them all kinds of
signs and indi-
cators of what it
will be like be-
' fore he returns.
: But the bottom
line of his mes-
sage is what
must take place before Jesus returns—in fact, it's like the watershed mark when Je-
sus will return. He said in that sermon that “This gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations and then the end will come.”
| believe God has chosen America as the launching pad for the preaching of the
gospel of the kingdom to the entire world.
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Jesus didn't ascend to heaven immediately. He hung around for forty more
days teaching the disciples. Imagine what that school was like. In Acts 1:2-3 the
word says, “He, through the Holy Spirit, had given commandments to the apostles
whom he had chosen, to whom he had presented himself alive after suffering by
many infallible proofs being seen by them during 40 days.” What was he doing?
He was speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. After he rose from
the dead, he hung
around with the disci-
ples for another 40 After His Resurrection
dayS just to make ; Acts 1:2-3 NKJV He through the

. e s Holy Spirit had given
sure they got it. He l ) commandments to the apostles
says boys, I'm gomg y- e g “ whom He had chosen, to whom He
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also presented Himself alive after

rﬁ"{ o 4 : =% | His suffering by many infallible
; q _ 1, \ | proofs, being seen by them during

to be leaving you
soon and | want to ] : < | forty days and speaking of the
make sure you have I S\ | things pertaining to the kinadom o
this straight. | want to [l y \/ =
make sure you have it
right and don't change
it. For the next 40
days we're going to
go over the message
of the kingdom. What did | preach? What did | tell you guys to preach?—the king-
dom of God. He said to the 12 when he sent them out, “As you go, preach, saying
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead,
and cast out demons. Freely you have received. Freely give.” Those verses are
the theme for our local ministry here in the little town where | live in northeast Indi-
ana. This is our mission. What did he say to the seventy when he sent them out
two by two in Luke chapter 10?7 He said, “Heal the sick, and say to them,” ‘The
kingdom of God has come near you.”

To the Seventy

S Luke 10:9 NKJV And heal the sick
& | there, and say to them, ‘The




To Us

Matthew 28:19-20 NKJV Go
therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
‘ and of the Hon Splnt g ther

and Io I am W|th

you alwayfsﬁeven to the end of the
age.” Amen

What is he saying to to us when he sends us out? The things we included in
the last chapter, the Great Commission, which he has not changed. He said that
we are to be teaching them to observe all the things that | have commanded you.

| think that it should be indelibly clear today that what Jesus preached and
what he taught them was to observe and to teach others about the kingdom of
God. The message of the kingdom is what he told us to tell others. So what was
the Ekklesia message in the New Testament at the beginning of the book of Acts
when Jesus ascended to heaven and the disciples started preaching? What was
their message? What did they preach?

Paul preached the
kingdom message in

Acts 19:8 when he
To The End

was at Ephesus. He
Then Paul dwelt two whole years in .
his own rented house, and received went into the syna-
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| and teachlng the
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“ || Christ with all confidence, no one .
R Rk months reasoning and
persuading concern-
ing the things of the
kingdom of God.
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and they went into an-
other place called

Tyrannus Hall.
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Paul stayed in a
rented hall some-
thing like a library
room. We'll deal
“And he went into the synagogue and Wlth that in a Iater
BSOS chapter, but he
] ,’[ﬁ:stﬁmgg gpg]gersuadlng concerning Stayed and he
h’ " Acts 19:8 NKJV taught them. We
l see the nucleus
of apostolic train-
ing centers here
in Ephesus and
Tyrannus Hall.
Paul preached
the message
even after he had been taken prisoner to Rome all the way to the end of his life.
He had been given a rented house to live in and people came there to visit him.
He received all who came to him, preaching the gospel of the kingdom and teach-
ing the things

‘ Paul preached the Kingdom Message
]}

It should be the same message as the

COﬂCeming the New Testament Ekklesia
Lord Jesus ' We should have never changed it!
Christ with all Matthew 10:7-8 (TPT) And as you
confidence. No z = go, preach this message:
one was forbid- | Touch. 8 You must
: : | continually bring healing to lepers and
dlng him. H_e to those who are sick, and make it
preached with | your habit to break off the demonic
. ; i presence from people, and raise the
aUthonty about | dead back to life. Freely you have
i | | received the power of the kingdom, so
gedkmgdom Of | EKKLESIA | freely release it to others.
oa. |
We can |

see that the
message of the
Ekklesia today
should be the
same as what
Jesus preached. It should be what he told his disciples to preach, and it should be
what the disciples did preach. That's what we should be preaching and the theme
of all of our preaching. It should be the same message as the New Testament
Ekklesia. The message of the home congregations should be the same message
that was in the book of Acts and that Jesus told his disciples to preach. It should
never have been changed.




Somewhere around 325 AD, the believers went off the rails. The
church was formed, and it's not gotten back yet, but it's coming back. A
restoration movement is going on to restore the original message and
how they functioned and met in the New Testament. In the book of Acts,
they met in home congregations.

In Matthew 10:7-8, from the Passion translation, Jesus said, “As you go,
preach this message, ‘Heaven’s Kingdom realm is accessible, close enough to
touch.” You must continually bring healing to lepers and those who are sick
and make it your habit to break off the demonic presence of people. Raise the
dead back to life. Freely you have received the kingdom’s power, so freely re-
lease it to others.” We’re to be releasing the kingdom out of us. Do you know

Get together with a couple friends or
neighbors ‘

Study the Gospels and the Book of
Acts

Look up in a good Concordance or
. Study Bible, “Gospel of the

Discuss and share with one another .
| your insights

Bring to Class next week your
findings

that little chorus, “I've got a river of life flowing out of me”? It's the kingdom
of God and the power of the kingdom that is in us that we are to be released.
The Bible says, “The kingdom is righteousness, peace, and joy, in the Holy Spir-
it.” We should release the kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy every-
where. We are contagious carriers of the kingdom everywhere we go spread-
ing the message that the kingdom of God is here. It's accessible.



That's it for the teaching part, but there's some homework. | have
two parts to the task. Remember that if you do these applications and
activations, we guarantee that you will see a home congregation rising in
your community. You will see the home congregation that this study is
about growing. But that's only if you do the homework, the applications,
and the activations.

The first part of the application and activation is to study the Word. I'd
like you to get together with a couple of friends. It could be neighbors or
friends that you have gone to church with in the past. It can be friends and rel-
atives, but get together with some and have them over for a little Bible study.
I'd like you to study the gospels and the book of Acts on the subject of the gos-
pel of the kingdom. You can use all the references that | gave you in this chap-
ter. Share them and ask questions. What did Jesus preach? What did he tell us
to preach? What does the church preach today? Discuss them and share your
insights as you have the Bible study.

There's another part to the application, though: “Go!” Once again, “Go!”
Christ's commission to the disciples included the message to go. We are asking
you to go and find someone who needs healing. You won't have to go very far.
Probably not further than the Wal-Mart, your grocery store, or even the gas sta-
tion. But find someone who needs healing. There are sick and hurting people
all around you. Find someone and ask if you can pray for them. Tell them you
believe Jesus heals people today, and you'd like to lay your hands on them and
pray that they’d be healed. Explain to them that the kingdom realm is now ac-
cessible and that the kingdom of God is within you. Then when you lay your
hands on them, the kingdom of God and the power of God will touch their lives.
They can experience the kingdom and power of God.



